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of the researcher.   The researcher cannot, therefore, select his
field according to his choice.  Either he must explore the mate-
rial as it comes to him or leave it untapped.   The indiscrimi-
nate choice of material by an individual researcher has often
produced disastrous results.    Once the material is examined
from an individual point of view, the rejected material is
ether negjected thenceforward, or, its use is further prevented
through its being destroyed, misplaced or lost.   It is'true that
by the Old  Monuments  Preservation  Act1 the   inscriptional
record is prevented from being destroyed by human agency,
but its gradual deterioration through natural causes continue?
almost uninterrupted.   Scholars working in any field have also
a general tendency to leave alone any material which has once
been touched by their fellow-workers.   At the same time, not
infrequently^   improved   information   and   important   results
have been secured by a re-examination of such material.   The
twenty  inscriptions  edited and  re-edited in  the Epigraphta
Indo-Moslemk& afford good examples in this respect    Any
attempt at a partial use and  publication  of any  historical
Source on the part of a researcher is, therefore, undesirable.
The sdf-complacency shown in the limited use of a source
often proves unsound and imperfect.     Haphazard study of
immovable Inscriptional records is not, however, as disastrous
as that of movable records in the possession of individual
families.   Almost all the source-iraEterial of our national his-
tory is entirely m the possession of private agencies.   The civil
' 'sad' military administrative systems current in India before
the British advent encouraged the hereditary preservation of
c&kiai records w&h families, members of which held important
.posts in the administration.    But the subsequent change in
t&e autesnfetrstzve system made the matter still worse by its
rendering the  record utterly  valueless   from the  possessors"
point of  vkw.   Deplorable neglect and  destruction was the
natural coosequesce.   In view of these factors, to expect this
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